4O                       INTERVIEWING JAPAN
and improved varieties, for the conservative feat
to accept the new too readily*
Mr. Nakai pointed out that even in conserva-
tive Japan, styles in female beauty have frequently
changed. Now permanent waves, natural make-
up and figure with curves are the fashion. To-
kugawa modes^ on the other hand, decreed that
girls have slender waists, long, horsey, almond-
shaped faces with eyebrows formed like the leaf
of the willow. They wore big obi which bent,
forming the shape of the character CW (<) as if
they could not endure the weight of the sash.
Such fragile beings have litde place in modern so-
ciety where young maidens are active and lack the
tepose of more conservative times. Another fad
which has come and gone is the wearing of two
large beauty spots on the forehead such as were
common in the Nara and Heian eras. In those
days the hair was worn free so the forehead rather
than the neck was considered to be the point of
beauty. A lady was supposed to bend her head
meekly in the presence of men. Accordingly,
men could see only her forehead and her hair hang-
ing gracefully on both sides of her face.
The voice, too, has lost its charm. In the
old days high class women did not mix; with men
other than those who were members of the family.